SUNDAY NIGHT STATEMENT

June 24th, 2007

There has been some concern regarding a presentation on evangelism by Dr. Bob Wilkin made to all the Adult Bible Fellowship classes on Sunday, June 3rd, 2007.

The title of his message was, “Evangelism: What Would Jesus Do?”  His point was to keep it simple by looking at the evangelistic methods of Jesus in which he emphasized the message to, “Believe in Him for Eternal Life.”

The primary concern with Dr. Wilkin was his position on repentance.  He believes repentance to be a change of mind about Christ but does not believe repentance is related to salvation if the definition is a turning from sin that is meant to be a condition for salvation.  
We affirm our statement of faith which says, “We believe the Scriptures teach that Christ died for the whole world and that salvation of sinners is divinely initiated, wholly of grace, and accomplished through the meditorial work of the Son of God.  It is wholly apart from works and is upon the sole condition of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and never without genuine repentance.”
Paul in his writing emphasizes faith alone: 
· “For by grace you have been saved through faith” – Ephesians 2:8-9

· “Being justified by faith we have peace with God” Romans 5:1

· “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus” Galatians 3:26.

Genuine repentance will accompany faith in the form of a change of mind about Christ and an understanding of sin to believe in Jesus Christ for eternal life and avoid eternal judgment for sin (Luke 24:46-47; Acts 11:18; 17:30; Romans 3:10; 3:23; 5:8).

Genuine repentance will also accompany salvation in some form of turning from sin but is not conditional nor does it mean self-reformation.  You don’t have to make a commitment to stop sinning in order to get saved.  
The reason for Jesus death on the cross was to pay the penalty for our sin that believing we may have eternal life – (2 Peter 2:24; John 3:14-16; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 3:13).

After several meetings with the Pastoral Staff and deacons, it was determined that the concerns that Dr. Wilkin is a false teacher are not accurate and that his views do fall within the realm of conservative, evangelical Christian doctrine.  
We affirm Pastor Shawn and our statement of faith.

The events of the past week challenged us to search the Scriptures and that’s a good thing.  I want to thank our church family for being concerned about this important matter.  Let’s go out this week and prayerfully share Christ with someone trusting the Lord to use His Word to the salvation of lost people.  
Copies of this statement are at the welcome center and church office.  If you have any questions please call me.

